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Scalp involvement in dermatomyositis
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Scalp involvement in dermatomyositis can severely impact
a patient’s quality of life. Our patient, a 56-year-old
woman, has been suffering from dermatomyositis for the
past 20 years. At diagnosis, she presented with proximal
muscle weakness and rash, and a electromyography study
and biopsy consistent with dermatomyositis. She had
received methotrexate, azathioprine, hydroxychloroquine
and steroids with no improvement regarding the scalp. It is
known that the majority of treatments for scalp
dermatomyositis result in no or minimal improvement [1].

Currently she remains with no muscle weakness and a
Janus kinase inhibitor (JAKI) was initiated, aiming to
improve the scalp involvement.
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