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Clinical Image 

Systemic lupus erythematosus with only oral 
manifestations 
Running title: Persistent buccal bilateral mucositis with discoid lesions 
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Image. Careful examination of the oral cavity discovered findings indicative primarily of a systemic disease. Our 
patient’s, oral mucosa and tongue (blue arrows) had features of discoid lesions, characterized by a well-demarcated zone 
of erythema, silvery white, scarred plaques atrophy, ulceration accompanied by radiating striae. These lesions resemble 
those found in patients with erosive lichen planus. Also a discoid lesion was noted on the inferior lip vermilion and in the 
periodontal gingival mucosa and bilaterally on the buccal. Although many organs can be affected in patients with of 
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), cutaneous lesions are seen in the great majority. In our case, early oral manifestation 
was not accompanied with skin or other visceral manifestations. Serologic identification of anti-double stranded DNA (ds-
DNA) and anti-Sm antibodies, the serological autoantibody markers of SLE, have assissted in the firm diagnosis of the 
autoimmune rheumatic disease. 
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